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RABUN GAP - NACOOCHEE SCHOOL 


We cannot all give our money to do great things, because 
not all of us have the kind of money which will be sufficient 
for them. But we can all give a part of what we have and 
what is done with it will be a part of us and we will become 
a part of it. The careful thing to do is to choose wisely the 
objects of our giving. 

We can all “choose ye this day” the Lord in our giving. 
We can give to His work, His Church and to schools which 
raise up leaders for Him. Give, give wisely, give to God. He 
can multiply the smallest gift even as He did the unselfish 
giving of the small lad with the loaves and fish. 

—Selected. 
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EDITORIAL 


Correction! 


Dr. J. R. McCain, Moderator of the 1951 
General Assembly, has offered a correction in 
the account carried of the Convocation of Presby- 
terians in Atlanta, Ga. (THE JOURNAL, Jan. 30, 
1952). Moderator McCain says that he cited the 
two incidents mentioned as examples of “cooper- 
ation without union.” He continues: “I have 
scrupulously avoided any pressing for union, 
mainly because I do not think we are ready for 
it, and partly because agitation on the subject 
is bad. On the other hand I feel that we ought 
to cooperate as far as possible.” 





We are happy to have this correction and to 
publish it as conspicuously as we published the 
erroneous report. Your reporter gave the ac- 
count as he understood it. Dr. McCain was 
speaking on cooperation and union, and we 
understood his use of these incidents as sup- 
porting both items. Later in personal conver- 
sation with Dr. McCain we were told that at 
this time he preferred federation and we wrote 
the JOURNAL a correction or addition to be in- 
serted in the original article adding the words, or 
federation. But this communication apparently 
reached the JOURNAL too late for inclusion. We 
regret this inaccuracy, and offer the moderator 
our apologies. —Wm.C.R. 





Committal 


One of the privileges of the Christian, only 
too rarely exercised, is that of committal; turn- 
ing cver one’s cares and problems to God. 


This is not a mystical experience, reserved for 
those who have had some unusual spiritual ex- 
perience. Rather it is the practical application 
of a truth God would have us all know and take 
advantage of. 


It should be clearly understood that com- 
mittal is not presumption. Presumption is em- 
bodied in the philosopy that we can run our 
own lives until such time as we get into trouble 
and then we can turn to God for help. 


For one to enjoy the peace and the privilege 
of commiting one’s life completely to God it 
is necessary to realize first of all that He is our 
loving Heavenly Father and that He is interested 
in the minute details of our daily lives. He 
knows our needs, our problems, our weakness, 
the yearnings of our hearts and all of those im- 
mediate and multiplied details which daily 
press on each individual. 


Furthermore we must realize that God has 
never promised that we shall be spared troubles, 
sorrows and problems. But, He has promised 
that His grace is sufficient, that He is always 
near, and that He is both able and willing to 
help those who come to Him in faith. 


That we can commit all our ways to God is 
not a lovely theory. Rather it is a glorious 
truth to which countless thousands will bear 
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witness from the experience of their own lives. 
The writer would bear this personal testimony 
that countless times, as a student, a professional 
ball player, in twenty five years in China and 
again in this country, he has seen God work 
miracles; changing plans, overruling mistakes, 
opening up doors where before there was a 
stone wall, and all because the plan or the prob- 
lem or the difficulty was completely committed 
to the One Who knows all things and can do all 
things. 


This committing of one’s life and one’s prob- 
lems to our Lord means that we recognize Him 
as the Sovereign God of our lives, the One Who 
has the right to claim our allegiance on the one 
hand and Whose promises we in turn have the 
right to claim in confidence and in faith. It is 
a question of unconditional surrender to the 
One Who claims our wills, our personalities, 
our devotion, all for His glory. 


“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; 
and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct thy paths,” will be found to mean exactly 
what it promises to those who act on it. 


“But my God shall supply all your need ac- 
cording to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus”, 
is as true for us at it was for the Philippian 
Christians. 


“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls’, is an invitation as valid today 
as when our Lord first gave it. 


“But seek ye first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you”, is still the certain road to 
economic security. 


“For I know whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that he is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto him against that day”, 


rings with the same assurance for our hearts 
that it did for Paul. 


“He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his 
heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord”, shows a 


way whereby the most confirmed pessimist may 
become an optimist. ; 


God's Word is full of admonitions to His 
children to turn over their lives and the de- 


tails of daily living to Him. It is the one source 
of serenity of living and the sure way of success. 


“Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in 
him; and he shall bring it to pass.” 


—L.N.B. 





The Glorious 
Alternative 


Faithful preaching must include not only the 
denunciation of sin but also the certain punish- 
ment of unrepentant sinners. The Devil, the 
agonies of hell, the lost condition of men out 
of Christ are all a part of that great body of 
truth given us in God’s Word. 


It is not pleasant to dwell on the wrath and 
judgment of a holy God. The wages of sin are 
awful to contemplate. Nor do we take pleasure 
in the truth that “the wicked shall be turned 
into hell, and all the nations that forget God”. 


Nevertheless, while God gives us a clear 
picture of the certainty of the punishment of sin, 
of what it means to be eternally lost, He also 
gives us a glorious alternative—eternal life 
through faith in His Son. 


We do not believe it is possible for a man to 
appreciate the joy of salvation as he should 
until he senses in some measure that from which 
he has been saved. 


Probably the best known and most beloved 
verse in all the Bible is John 3:16, yet here we 
have presented the glorious alternative of eternal 
life set over against the ominous truth of the 
perishing of those who do not believe. 


John the Baptist presents the same alternative 
in the 36th verse of the same chapter—“He that 
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and 
he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him.” 


The Bible teaches clearly that men out of 
Christ are condemned already, because they 
have not believed in the name of the only be- 
gotten Son of God. But it also teaches that the 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 


That is the glorious alternative. 
—L.N.B. 
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Ye Must Be 
Born Again 


These are the words of our Lord Jesus to 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. No doubt, this 
man had been given to God in infancy and 
sealed with the seal of the covenant provided by 
the Lord. John Calvin was likewise given to 
God in infancy and was baptized in the Name 
of the Triune God. Yet John was suddenly 
converted by God when he was about twenty- 
three years of age. Over in Scotland there are 
cases of noted conversions in maturity of those 
who were sealed by godly Scottish ministers on 
the promises of godly Presbyterian parents, such 
as Thomas Halliburton and John “Rabbi” 
Duncan. 


Yet there are some religious educators, e. g. 
George Albert Coe, who teach a “salvation by 
education” and deny total depravity and re- 
generating grace. This represents the child as 
starting and continuing his religious growth 
entirely within the kingdom of grace. After 
Charles Hodge had commended the good things 
in Bushnell’s Christian Nurture, he did not stop 
until he had taken issue with this work for not 
resting conversion and Christian life on the 
covenant promise of God, but resolving “the 
whole matter into organic laws explaining away 
both depravity and grace”—presenting the en- 
tire subject “in a naturalistic attitude.” More- 
over, there are excellent Reformed teachers who 
regard infant baptism as a seal of an already ac- 
complished infant regeneration and so seem to 
have no place for this change later. 


Vital religion declined however, in the state 
churches of Europe and under the Half-Way 
Covenant in New England when men assumed 
that the baptized children and grandchildren 
of believers should be regarded as regenerated 
church members. 


Now Calvin is not uniform on the matter, 
but at least in his commentary on Romans 4.11 
he recognizes the difference between the seal 
of the covenant as applied to the adult Abraham 
and as applied to the infant Isaac; and in 
Institutes IV. XIV.20 he speaks of infants being 
baptized into future repentance and faith. For 
Calvin repentance means conversion. The West- 
minister Confession does not tie the efficacy of 
baptism to the moment when it is administered, 
but leaves it to God’s appointed time. 


In his THouGHTs ON RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE, 
Dr. Archibald Alexander is of the opinion that 
regeneration may take place in infancy and 
occasionally does, but that more often the chil- 
dren of the covenant are regenerated in child- 
hood, youth, or maturity. Charles Hodge held 
that the baptism of an infant was the seal of 
election, of being included in the covenant 
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promises—but not a seal that regeneration had 
already taken place. And in this Thornwell 
agreed. 


When Thornwell was mourning the death of 
his young son, he said: I believe the covenant 
which God has made with His people, and which 
is sealed to their faith in the baptism of their 
offspring, to be a real and precious thing; and 
where Christian parents have laid hold upon this 
covenant, and have pleaded its promises in be- 
half of their seed, they may, when dying in these 
early years of childish immaturity, be laid, with- 
out a particle of apprehension or distrust, upon 
the bosom of that promise, “I will be a God 
unto thee, and to thy seed.” 


If space permitted we could cite Edouard 
Boehl the distinguished Austrian protagonist of 
the Reformed doctrine of Justification and Prin- 
cipal John Macleod authority on the Scottish tra- 
dition to the effect that the promise sealed in 
baptism comes to effect in the conversion of the 
children, that grow up generally, during the 
years of conscious faith and repentance. That 
is, one ought not to presume that a child is 
already regenerated. From the fact that the 
promise is sealed to him, one ought to take 
courage in praying and nurturing and teaching 
and preaching to him the Christian Gospel that 
God may effectually call him to faith in Christ 
and repentance unto life. The examples cited at 
the beginning of this editorial show that at 
least some of those early sealed by God in the 
sacrament were not regenerated or converted be- 
fore maturity. We must be born again—and 
when we severally are so blessed is according to 
God’s will. —W.C.R. 





Middle-Of-The-Roaders: 
A Hazard To Safety 


“I know thy works, that thou art neither hot 
nor cold: I would that thou wert cold or hot.” 
Rev. 3:15. 


The recent statement of the moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., affirming that 
his Church is following a middle-of-the-road 
policy reminds us that the man who drives in 
the middle of the road will cause the most 
accidents. 


This position may be defended as the only 
means of avoiding a controversy that will ob- 
struct and retard the progress of the Church, 
but it is our observation that neutrality on 
questions of high importance is impossible. 


The middle of the road is a dangerous spot— 
for the man in that position and for the man 
who may come along. In the United States, 
highway laws require us to drive on the right; 
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in European countries, automobiles are driven 
in the left lane of the road. As long as motorists 
obey the prevailing law wherever they are, 
everything will be all right. But the middle of 
the road is a hazard in any country. 


Instead of avoiding offense, the Church in 
the middle of the road may be more apt to 
offend everyone. 


—A. D. R. 





Seeing Jesus 
The Tears Of Jesus: 


“Jesus Wept” 


The eyes of Jesus which were “as a flame 
of fire,”” were often wet with tears. These tears 
came from His heart, as He lived in, and looked 
upon a world of sin and sorrow. “Blood, sweat, 
tears,” are the common experiences of those who 
live in our world. 


There are Three Pictures of Jesus which I 
wish us to see: 


1. The Picture of Jesus beside the grave as 
He wept with the sorrowing sisters and friends. 


2. The Picture of Jesus as He looked upon 
Jerusalem, the city that would crucify their 
Saviour and King. 


3. The Picture of Jesus in the Garden. In 
Hebrews 5:7 we are told of His “strong crying 
and tears” as He beheld the bitter cup. 


There are Three Revelations of Jesus’ Heart 
in these pictures: 


1. A Revelation of His Sympathy for those 
in Sorrow, Our faithful High Priest can fully 
enter into the sorrows of His people. 


2. A Revelation of His Sorrow for those in 
sin, for wicked cities and for wicked men and 
women; their hardness of heart, and the terrible 
punishment that is certainly coming upon them; 
and also His willingness to save, if they will 
only come to Him. 


3. A Revelation of His Suffering for Sin. 
It takes terrible pain to bring “strong crying 
and tears”, and sweat like drops of blood. He 
poured out His soul unto death; He tasted 
death for every man. 


There are Three Lessons for each of us: 


1. Keep our hearts tender and let the tears 
flow when we mingle with men and women who 
have broken hearts. “Weep with those that 
weep”. 

2. Keep our hearts tender and let the tears 
come when we see the unsaved sinners around 
us. May God give us back our tears! 


3. Keep our hearts tender and our eyes full 
of tears when we think of the suffering of 
Jesus for our sins. —j. K.P. 
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Believing The Bible... 
When One Is Dying 


Among the many testimonies to the power of 
that Word which brings Christ to the souls of 
men for their comfort in the hour of death, there 
is this interesting one from the Reverend Marcus 
Dods, the elder, of Belford, Northumberland. After 
stating that his faith was not rashly formed nor 
lightly adopted on the opinions of other men but 
that he had won his way painfully out of doubts to 
his acceptance of the Bible, Mr. Dods continued: 


“My own experience abundantly testifies the 
power of the Bible to afford the most effectual 
support in that hour when support is most urgently 
needed and most difficult to be found. Few have 
passed so far into the domain of death and have 
been permitted to return. I have felt the breath 
leaving me, that I expected not again to inhale. 
I have counted the dull, heavy throb of my heart 
as it grew fainter and fainter, fully anticipating 
at every pulsation that it would ‘heave but once 
more and forever be still!’ I have gazed on the 
faces of those dearest to me till my eyes grew 
dim in the blackness of death, and I could no 
longer see; and I have listened to the soothing voice 
of affection till my ear grew torpid in the apathy 
of death, and I could no longer hear; and I have 
felt the icy chilliness of death shooting through my 
veins, arresting the current of life in its course, till 
sensation itself forsook me, and I could no longer 
feel. And while thus placed on the very line that 
separates time from eternity, what was it that, 
under a deep consciousness of manifold guilt, en- 
abled me to look forward in that momentary ex- 
pectation of finally passing that line, calm and 
tranquil as I am now? Gentlemen, it was just 
that Bible of whose Divine inspiration I once 
as foolishly maintained the low view that prevails, 
as I thank God I have now long and cordially re- 
nounced it. I consider the opportunity afforded me 
of bringing it to so severe a test as one of the richest 
blessings of my life. And recalled as I have been 
to longer days, I wish to consider every day lost, 
which does not add to my knowledge of its con- 
tents, or deepen my experience of its value.” 


—W.C.R.In 
Curist: THE Hope Or Gory. 





Nescience— 
Not Error! 


The Holy Scriptures tell us that our Lord in 
His human life increased in wisdom as in stature, 
that He learned obedience by the things which 
he suffered, and that He knew not the hour 
of His Coming in Glory. 


And this accords with the distinction of the 
two natures of the Mediator which is as perfect 
as the unity of His Person. “While the man 
Christ Jesus is the Eternal Son of God whenso- 








ever light, or power, or wisdom, or strength, 
or peace, or glory from the Godhead, only 
source of all good, shall be ministered from 
moment to moment to the human nature of 
the Second Adam, the Lord from heaven, is as 
much a matter for the Divine will to determine 
as is the case of the first Adam, or any or all 
of his children.” 

But this nescience of His human nature does 
not spell error in the teachings of the Son in 
His work as our Prophet. On Him rested the 
fullness of the Spirit and all His words were 
those that the Father gave Him. According to 
Mark, He solemnly warned those who were 
ashamed of Him and of His words, that of them 
would the Son of Man be ashamed when He 
comes in His glory. And some seven verses later 
the same Evangelist quotes these words of 
Amen from the Voice of God at the Mount of 
Transfiguration, “This is My beloved Son, Hear 
ye Him.” In the Gospel of John, Jesus kept as- 
suring the disciples that He had been “sancti- 
fied” and “sealed” and “sent” into the world 
to do the works of the Father and to speak the 
words of the Father. Whatsoever He spake and 
whatsoever He did it was “as the Father had 
given Him commandment.” “The things which 
I speak, even as the Father hath said unto me, 
so I speak.” “The words which Thou 
gavest Me, I have given them.” “My teaching 
is not mine, but His that sent me.” 





—Wm.C.R. 
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MEMORIALS 


that never die 


emorial funds, perpetuating the memory 
M and the good works of parents, wives, 
husbands, or other loved ones, are building for 
our Board of World Missions a substantial en- 
dowment from which the income, down through 
the years, will carry the Gospel to distant cor- 
ners of the earth. 


Many members of our Church have found this 
an ideal way to invest some of their means in 
Christian giving. More and more of these Me 
morials are being established each year with 
our Board. Permanent funds may be started 
with a small amount and additional deposits 
made from time to time as convenient. 


If you would like to know about them, we will 
be glad to send you full information concerning 
Memorial Funds and to answer any questions 
you may wish to ask. Address: 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 

Boarpb or WorRLD Missions 
Pressyterian CHurcn in THE Unitreo STATES 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
"To Fovetgu Missions a Share” 
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LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 24 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Peter, James and John 


Scripture: Mark 9:2; 10:35-45; 14:32-42; 
Luke 8:41-42, 49-56; 9:28-36; Acts 4:13-22. 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 91. 


“He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Al- 
mighty.” These familiar words from Psalm 91 have been a comfort to many of God’s people in all 
ages. There is a safe and secret place, and it is a marvellous experience to find and take refuge in that 
place. We sing, “Close to Thee, Close to Thee,” and the soul that is close to God has a blessedness 
which is unique. God loves the world, but He loves His own children with a peculiar love. And, 


among His own people, there are those who are 
especially beloved of the Father. Abram, God’s 
friend, was one of these; Moses, who spoke to 
Him face to face, was another; Daniel, beloved 
of the Lord, still another. 


Jesus loved all men, even the sinners with 
whom He ate. He loved all the disciples, and 
loved them unto the end. But there was an 
“inner circle” which had a special place in His 
affection. It is about this “Inner Circle’, Peter, 
James, and John, that we study today. 


I. Peter, James and John 
On The Mount of Transfiguration: 
Mark 9:2; Luke 9:28-36 


A place of Special Vision. They were with 
Him in the Holy Mount, and saw His glory. 


This scene on the Mount is recorded in three 
of the Gospels, and is tremendously important. 
Peter refers to it in II Peter 1:18.. It is a minia 
ture, or bird’s-eye view, of the coming Kingdom. 
in the verse preceding our lesson, (Luke 9:27), 
Jesus had said, “There be some standing here 
which shall not taste of death, till they see the 
kingdom of God.” One fulfillment of this pro- 
phecy came about eight days later when He 
takes Peter, James, and John up into the 
mountain, and is transfigured before them. 


They saw their Master as they had never seen 
Him before. He had veiled His divine nature 
with a body of flesh—had emptied Himself, as 
Paul says, and taken upon Himself the form 
of a servant. They had seen Him as a man, 
teaching, preaching, healing, touched with a 
feeling of our infirmities. Now they see an en- 
tirely different Person. His divine nature is 
shining through the veil of flesh; He is un- 
veiled. 


Moses and Elijah, representing the Law and 
the Prophets, came and talked with Him. They 
were discussing a subject, which, as Peter says, 
the angels desired to look into, namely, the suf- 
ferings of Christ, and the glory which should 
follow—about His decease at Jerusalem. 
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Peter felt that this was a good place to stay, 
and suggested that they build three tabernacles, 
one for Moses, one for Elijah, and one for Christ. 
When it was all over, they were told to keep 
what they had seen to themselves for the present. 


Those who are close to God; those who belong 
to the “inner circle,” have visions which others 
do not have. Paul, later on, had visions and 
heard words which could not be uttered, being 
caught up to the third heaven. John, on the 
isle of Patmos had those marvellous visions 


which amaze and puzzle the minds of the great- 
est scholars. 


II. John and James Ask 
For Places of Honor 
Mark 10:35-45. 


A Place of Humble Service. A lesson in True 
Greatness. 


These two brothers, with their mother, came 
to Jesus with the ambitious request that they 
might be given the places of honor in the 


kingdom, one sitting on His right hand, and the 
other on His left. 


In answer, Jesus asks them the question, Can 
ye drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and 
be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 
with? They said, We can. Jesus told them that 
they would indeed drink of the cup and be 
baptized with His baptism, but that the places 
of honor they sought were not His to give. 


It is no wonder that the ten were “much dis- 
pleased.” I expect that Peter was especially dis- 
pleased, for he was the natural leader and 
spokesman for the others. 


Jesus takes this opportunity to teach all of 
them a lesson in true greatness. The “inner 
circle” is not a place for spiritual pride and 
worldly ambition. The only path to true great- 
ness is the path of humble, self-sacrificing ser- 
vice. The Lord Jesus Christ is the supreme 
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example of such greatness, for He came not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give 
His life a ransom for many. How different 
would be the history of the Church, if all His 
followers had always remembered His example 
and walked in His steps! We would not have 
the sad spectacle of the so-called “dignitaries” 
of the Church being worshipped by multitudes 
of ignorant and misguided men and women. 
We would have no striving after places of dis- 
tinction and honor. We would follow Paul’s in- 
junction to each esteem other better than them- 
selves. How the devil rejoices when self-seek- 
ing takes possession of the Christian, and pride 
rules his heart! 


A party of mountain climbers had reached the 
top of a mountain covered with snow and ice. 
“Down,” said the guide, “down on your knees.” 
Standing, they would be swept off their feet, and 
be hurled to their destruction. If it is ever our 
privilege to belong to the “inner circle,” let 
us remember that the only safe position is 
“Down on our knees.” 


III. Peter, James, and John 
In Jairus’ Home: 
Luke 8:41-42, 49-56 


A Place of Special Privilege. 


Those who belong to the Inner Circle are 
taken where others cannot come. The doctor 
does not allow everybody in the operating 
room. The assisting surgeon, the nurses, and 
perhaps those who are closest kin to the sick 
man. So with the Great Physician when He 
is about to perform one of His greatest mir- 
acles. He does not permit the crowd, the hired 
mourners and others, to come with Him into the 
room, but only the three disciples and the father 
and mother of the damsel. 


Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, had come 
and besought Him to heal his daughter. While 
on the way, He was delayed by the woman with 
an issue of blood, and the child died. The 
men came to Jairus and advised him to trouble 
the Master no further. Jesus escourages the 
grieving father, goes with him to the house, 
and raises the girl to life. Those who are closest 
to Christ often have special privileges. 


IV. Peter, James, and John 
In the Garden: 
Mark 14:32-42 


A Place of Prayer and Responsibility. 


Jesus, leaving the upper room where He 
had spoken those last messages recorded in 
John’s Gospel, came to the Garden of 
Gethsemane. He leaves the nine disciples, and 
selecting these three, takes them further into 
the Garden. He began to be sore amazed and 
very heavy, and said to them, My soul is ex- 





An ANALysis, by Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Of An 
Address, The Bible For Today, by Dr. Ernest 
Trice Thompson. Now available in reprint form 
at 5c each, 100 for $5. More than 16,000 copies 
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ceeding sorrowful even unto death: tarry ye 
here and watch. He goes forward a little and 
prays the prayer with which we are so familiar. 
The writer of the Hebrews says that it was 
“with strong crying and tears.” 


This was a place where they could have had 
two wonderful experiences: (1) they could have 
seen the terrible nature of the cup which He 
was to drink, and (2) they could have helped 
Him by their prayers. He comes back and finds 
them sleeping, and saith to Peter, “Simon” (no- 
tice, He calls him by his old name), “sleepest 
thou? couldest thou not watch one hour? Watch 
ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 


Even His closest friends failed Him in His 
hour of supreme need. What a responsibility 
rests upon those who belong to the Inner Circle! 
What need there is for watchfulness and prayer! 
When a leader fails it is a tragic thing indeed. 
Jesus was about to face the mob, who were even 
then on their way, and His friends failed Him. 


Is Jesus ever disappointed in us? Do we ever 
fail Him when He needs our loyalty and our 
testimony. Shame, O shame, upon us, when we 
treat Him so. Are we asleep when we should 
be awake with Him in His agony? My heart 
condemns me as I write these words. Let us 
pray Him to make us more faithful! 


V. Peter and John Persecuted: 
Acts 4-13-22. 


A Place of Persecution. Those who lead, often 
have to suffer for, and with, their Great Leader. 


In the third chapter of Acts we have Peter 
and John going up to the Temple at the hour 
of Prayer, and the healing of the lame man laid 
at the beautiful gate of the Temple. This 
miracle made a deep impression on the multi- 
tude and gave Peter the opportunity of preach- 
ing Christ to them. The Sadducees were especi- 
ally offended because he preached the resur- 
rection. Persecution set in. 
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My Share in The Church 


Just by way of brushing up on what is involved in being a member of the church, let’s have a look 
at the questions that are asked when we unite with the church upon confession of our faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. It will take only a few moments, and will do our hearts good. 


1. Do you acknowledge yourselves to be sinners in the sight of God, justly deserving his dis- 
pleasure, and without hope save in his sovereign mercy? 


This is a solemn question, and to answer 
in the affirmative means that we are openly 
confessing ourselves to be sinners in God’s sight; 
sinners meriting the wrath and judgment of a 
just God. This is no light matter, for “the wages 
of sin is death,” and “the soul that sinneth, 
shall die.” To confess that we are sinners is to 
own that we are hopelessly and helplessly lost 
apart from the sovereign mercy of God! 


2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the Son of God, and Saviour of sinners, and 
do you receive and rest upon him alone for 
salvation as he is offered in the Gospel? 


To answer this in the affirmative is to say 
that in your heart you believe that Jesus Christ 
is really the Son of God; that He died for your 
sins; that He rose again from the dead; that 
He and He alone is able to save unto the utter- 
most those that come to God by Him. “If thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
For with the heart man believeth unto righteous- 
ness; and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation.” 


To say yes to this question means that you 
are resting in the finished work of Jesus Christ 
who bore in His own body our sins; who took 
our place and died as our Substitute. It is to 
say, 


“Nothing in my hands I bring; 
Simply to thy cross I cling.” 


3. Do you now resolve and promise, in hum- 
ble reliance upon the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
that you will endeavor to live as becometh the 
followers of Jesus Christ? | 


What a solemn responsibility! And how help- 
less any one of us would be to fulfill it apart 
from the strength and power of God! 


It means we are to heed the admonition of 
Peter when he writes, “But as he which has 
called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner 
of conversation; . . . and . . . pass the time of 
your sojourning here in fear: forasmuch as ye 
know that ye were not redeemed with corrupti- 
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ble things, as silver and gold, . . . but with the 
precious blood of Christ.” To say yes is to 
hearken to the Apostle Paul who says, “Work 
out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 
For it is God which worketh in you both to 
will and to do of his good pleasure.” It means 
that in our hearts we purpose to walk in 
“obedience to the faith”, following the Lord 
Jesus who “also suffered, leaving us an example 
that we should follow in his steps.” 


To thus “resolve and promise” is to purpose 
above all else to please God, and to trust in the 
strength and power of Him through whom we 
are “more than conquerors.” 


4. Do you promise to support the Church in 
its worship and work to the best of your ability? 


To answer yes to this means simply that you 
are to lay your all on the altar for service; to 
present yourselves to the Lord; to use your time, 
talents, and means for the glory of God. Any- 
thing less than all is certainly not to the best 
of our ability! The “widow’s mite” is the only 
acceptable standard. 


Isn’t it tragic that many of us glibly say 
“yes”, and then quickly forget our promise? 
Like Israel of old, “all that thou sayest we will 
do”, and then forget all about it! 


5. Do you submit yourselves to the govern- 
ment and discipline of the Church, and promise 
to study its purity and peace? 


“Obey them which have the rule over you, 
and submit yourselves: for they watch for your 
souls.” To say yes to the question is to accept 
the admonition of the writer of Hebrews just 
quoted. However, in verse seven of the thir- 
teenth chapter he defines the office of “them 
which have the rule over you,” as those “who 
have spoken unto you the word of God,” the 
end of whose faith and conversation is “Jesus 
Christ, the same yesterday, and today, and 
forever.” 


In other words, we are to submit ourselves 
to those in authority in the Church only as 
their authority is used im conformity with the 





Word of God! The Word of God is the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice, and to this 
Word we must be obedient. 


It will inevitably follow that the purity and 
peace of the Church will be maintained as we 
seek to keep ourselves pure in doctrine and in 
life. 

To sum it up—To enter the felowship of the 
church is to indicate that we have sought refuge 
in the wounds of Christ, guilty sinners trusting 





in the cleansing power of His precious blood, 
and is to pledge ourselves to obey the great 
Head of the Church, Jesus Christ, looking unto 
Him, the author and finisher of our faith, 
for grace and power, that we might “be filled 
with the fruits of righteousness, which are by 
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.” 


What a glorious privilege; what a solemn re. 
sponsibility, to be a member of the Church of 
Jesus Christ! 





CHURCH NEWS 





~ 


w 


JOSEPH M. GETTYS 





Gettys Called To Become 
Education Minister At 
Dallas First Church 


The officers of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Dallas, Tex., have announced that Dr. Joseph 
M. Gettys of Richmond, Va., has accepted their 
invitation to become Minister of Education of 
the local church. Dr. Gettys for the past eight 
years has been Professor of English Bible at the 
General Assembly’s Training School in Rich- 
mond. He will assume his new duties beginning 


July 1. 


Dr. Gettys is conceded to be one of the ablest 
Bible students in Presbyterian Church, U. S. A 
native of York, S. C., he received his college 
training at Erskine College in that state. Both 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Sacred 
Theology were awarded him at Biblical Semi- 
nary in New York. In preparation for his teach- 
ing career he earned a Ph.D: from New York 
University. 
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Before going to Richmond he was Professor 
of Bible and Religious Education at Queens 
College in Charlotte, N. C. He is the author of 
several books on Bible study. 


Under the local church’s expanded program 
the new Minister of Education will have on 
his staff a Director of Youth Activities, a Di- 
rector of Children’s Activities and a full-time 
Sunday School Secretary. A part of the program 
which Dr. Gettys will supervise will consist of 
an experimental laboratory Sunday School 
where material for future publication will be 
tried in the local Church School. 


Dr. Frank C. Brown is Pastor of the Church, 
and John F. Anderson, Jr., is Associate Pastor. 





News Notes From The 
Board Of World Missions 


NASHEVILLE, TENN. (PN)—A daughter, Judith 
Carol McLean, was born to the Rev. and Mrs. 
David McLean of the Congo Mission on Dec. 
23. The McLeans, who are stationed at 
Lubondai, have two girls and one boy. 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Shane of the Brazil 
Mission announce the birth of John Joseph 
Shane on Dec. 17 in Recife. The Shanes have a 
daughter, Ruth Ann. 


A fourth son was born to Mr. and Mrs. Edson 
Johnson of the Mexico Mission on Jan. 11 at 
the Mission Hospital Sanatorio La Luz m 
Morelia. Bob, Don and Tom welcomed their 
little brother James Crandall. 





Our supply of the January 23rd issue is completely ex- 
hausted. However, the article, AN Anarysis, by Dr. L. Nelson 
Bell, which brought on an overwhelming number of orders 
for extra copies, is now available in reprint form. ‘This is 
mailed, postpaid, for 5 cents each or $5 for 100. 
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Dr. McIntosh Named 
Hattiesburg’s 1951 
Outstanding Citizen 


Dr. W. H. McIntosh, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Hattiesburg, Miss., has 
been named the Outstanding Citizen of 1951 
in that City by the Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce. 


Dr. McIntosh’s life has been connected almost 
inseparably with Presbyterianism in general and 
the church here in particular. 


His parents, John and Alice Myers McIntosh, 
were married by the first pastor of the First 
church here, and Dr. McIntosh was baptized by 
the same man. He was ordained in the ministry 
by the second pastor, and has served as the 
church pastor for the past 33 years. 


A native of Greene county, Dr. McIntosh re- 
ceived his BA from Southwestern Presbyterian 
university at Clarksville, Tenn., in 1904, the 
valedictorian of his class. 


Two years later he had acquired his BD de- 
gree at the Divinity school of Southwestern uni- 
versity, and was licensed as a probationist in the 
Meridian Presbytery in 1906. 


Poplarville was Dr. MclIntosh’s first charge. 
Later he served at Mt. Olive Tensas Parish, La., 
and Magee. He served as moderator of the 
Synod of Mississippi two years in 1921 and 
1945. 





World Mission Receipts 
Apr. 1, 1950, to Jan. 1, 1951 .............. $668,084.46 
Apr. 1, 1951, to Jan. 1, 1952 .............. 771,686.41 
GEE -insimneciemnennnbeaianiamemeiaatiian $103,601.95 


Program Of Progress 
Net Receipts 


Apr. 1, 1950, to Jan. 1, 1961 .............. $136,797.08 
Apr. 1, 1951, to Jan. 1, 1952 .............. 161,659.61 
UT <ccovsessusesienaatennitasiiiininiidinnaitadins $ 24,862.53 - 





MINISTERIAL MISCELLANY 


(INCLUDING MISSIONARIES) 


Mrs. John W. (Lucy Boone) Vinson of our 
Japan Mission died January 22, in Tulsa, Okla. 


Mrs. Vinson was born Nov. 1, 1918 in Tainan, 
Shantung, China where her parents were serving 
as missionaries of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A. She and her husband went as missionaries 
to China but because of the threat of war with 
Japan, they were evacuated to the Phillipines in 
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Feb. 1941 and continued their language study 
there. 


When the Japanese struck in December they 
were placed in a concentration camp, enduring 
the hardships until Feb. 1944. After a period of 
rest they returned to China for educational work 
in March 1946. 


The advance of the Communist armies led to 
their return to the United States, but in 1950 
Mr. and Mrs. Vinson were transferred to the 
Japan Mission where they served until Mrs. 
Vinson was stricken with polio in May 1951. 
The severe attack necessitated living in an iron 
lung for all the months since. 


One of her fellow China missionaries has said: 
“Lucy’s faith and courage triumphed over all 
the experience through which she passed, mak- 
ing her an inspiration to those who saw her.” 


Besides her husband she is survived by two 
sons, John and Edward, and her mother, Mrs. 
Wilmot Boone of Tulsa. 


Rev. and Mrs. James A. Cogwell of the Japan 
Mission announce the birth of a daughter, 
Sarah Lynn, Jan. 12, 1952 in Marugame, Japan. 


Frances Elizabeth Smith arrived Jan. 13, 1952 
in Hot Springs, Ark., daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard B. Smith of our Korea Mission. The 
Smiths were forced to return to the United 
States by war conditions and he has been re- 
called to military service. 





WOMEN’S WORK 


The Heart Of A School 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 
Decatur, Ga. 


“In the heart of the hills of life, I know... .”. 
So sang the greatest of our Georgia poets, our 
own Sidney Lanier, when he would describe 
his wife’s “dear eyes”. Now in the heart of the 
hills of north Georgia I know a school, sur- 
rounded by such majestic beauty it takes one’s 
breath away, even while it fills one’s soul with 
reverence for the great Creator of that beauty; 
a school whose spacious grounds are dotted with 
school buildings and upon whose broad acres 
of farm land are located the twenty cottages and 
barns for the farm families. For more than a 
quarter of a century this school has made a 
notable record of service in meeting the needs 
of worthy boys and girls and entire families, in 
a great home mission enterprise; a Christian 
school placing emphasis upon character build- 
ing and upon Christian education. Yes, I know 
Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School. I have lived 
there; I have labored there. It has been dear to 
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my heart through the years. I long to make it 
known and loved by all Presbyterian hearts. My 
love for the school prompts me to write now. 


Why just now? Because our hearts’ desire for 
this genuinely Christian school is almost a re- 
ality. With your help it may soon become an ac- 
complished fact. What is this great need that 
is reckoned to be the very HEART OF THE SCHOOL? 
It is a school chapel dedicated solely to the 
worship of God. Although possessing a campus 
of rare beauty and school buildings of unusual 
excellence, there is no place suitable for Chris- 
tian worship. A church service may be the next 
to follow a minstrel show in the school build- 
ing auditorium, while class rooms shift from 
secular to sacred use, as the schedules of a fully 
accredited high school are carried out. A Chris- 
tian school with a Christian purpose, but with- 
out a place of worship. How is this great need 
going to be met? 


Friends of the school, who prefer to remain 
anonymous for the present, have recently made 
a generous gift of $75,000.00 for the erection of 
a chapel, provided other friends will complete 
the amount needed for the erection of a suitable 
building for this use. A Christian friend of the 
school, who is a capable architect, after a very 
thorough study of the entire situation, has of- 
fered a brilliant solution to the matter of 
location. Hodgson Hall is the beautiful main 
school building, situated on the highest knoll 
in the very center of the campus. It is dis- 
covered that a south wing and a north wing 
can both be added to Hodgson Hall for less 
than a separate building will cost. 


These two wings (one cannot be built with- 
out the other) will not only add greatly to the 
beauty of the main building, but will bring 
almost unbelievable improvements to the ser- 
vice the school offers to both youths and adults. 
The south wing will be a chapel set apart for 
religious worship; used daily as a sanctuary 
for prayer and praise. The north wing will pro- 
vide an adequate library and school assembly 
room. This too, adds much, for in addition to 
increased facilities, the space vacated in Hodgson 
Hall will provide two additional class rooms 
and two much needed music rooms. It is im- 
possible to give expression to the full value of 
this to the school. There is great rejoicing in 
the hearts of those who love the school and 
who labor for it. 


And now! friends of Rabun Gap—Nacoochee 
School; friends of Christian education every- 
where, three-fourths of the amount needed to 
make all of this a reality, has been contributed. 
Only one-fourth remains to be given. Rejoice 
your own heart and the hearts of many others 
by your gift, as large and as loving as you can 
make it: Add earnest prayer for God’s blessing 
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Of All The Commentaries You Now Have 
In Your Study - There’s Only One 


“MATTHEW HENRY” 
“Never Surpassed - It Can 
Never Be Superseded” 


SIX HANDSOME 
VOLUMES 


$24.50 


a 
BIOGRAPHICAL EDITION 


WITH 


MATTHEW HENRY’S PORTRAIT 
AND FULL LIFE STORY 


Order From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 











upon all gifts. Remember, in this you are giving 
to the HEART OF A SCHOOL, a great school! 
Our school. 


Mark contributions “Chapel Fund” and send 
to O. C. Skinner, President, Rabun Gap— 
Nacoochee School, Rabun Gap, Georgia. 





Why I Tithe 
“The tenth shall be holy unto the Lord.” 


“Rendering unto God the things which are God’s 
has helped me to maintain a balance in every day 
living. In my opinion tithing is one of the best 
ways to walk daily with Christ. For as Jesus said, 
‘where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also.’ If one’s money is working for the Lord there 
is an interest created and a satisfaction secured in 
the promotion of the Kingdom of God. 


“On several occasions I have asked God to in- 
crease my income so that my tithe could be more. 
To some of these prayers He has granted my de- 
sires, but at the same time I have been urged by 
my conscience to contribute more than a tenth. By 
this action, I believe that God is teaching me 
humility and self-sacrifice.” 


—tLeland Kennedy. 
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A Suggestion To Presidents 
And Bible Leaders 


The half of knowledge is to know WHERE to 
find it. And to you CIRCLE BIBLE LEADERS, I 
am telling you WHERE to find a most helpful aid 
and guide in Circle Bible Leadership. It contains 
tested plans and methods of Bible Study, that will 
help answer every Group’s need. The How for Circle 
Bible Leaders — a four page leaflet is put out by the 
Board of Women’s Work, 309 Henry Grady Build- 
ing, Atlanta 3, Georgia. It holds FIRST place in my 
study note book and should be a MUST for every 
Circle Bible Leader. 


What plan have you been using in your Circle 
Bible Study—one woman appointed for each Circle 
to serve one year, or . . . a different member to lead 
the Study each month, or . . . rotate Bible teachers 
among the Circles? Whatever plan you use, each 
leader desires to “grow in grace and in the knowledge 
of Jesus Christ,” and to give to her Circle members 
a more earnest desire to search the Scriptures for 
themselves. 


In this booklet you will find the main steps in 
methods of Bible Study and guidance in that all im- 
portant PREPARATION to teach, that we may make 
Jesus very real, “closer than breathing, nearer than 
hands and feet.” 


Local President TODAY order a copy for each of 
your Bible leaders! You can afford to keep a supply 
on hand, as the cost is only five cents a copy. And 
Women of the Church, need we not “study to show 
ourselves approved unto God” as we realize: 


“The great world’s heart is aching, 

Aching fiercely in the night, 

And God alone can heal it 
And God alone give light. 

And the ones to bear that message, 
And to teach the Living Word, 

Are YOU and I my friend 
And those others that have heard.” 


ELLEN ADAIR (Mrs. R. G.) MARTIN 





New Material For 1952-1953 
For General Programs: 


1. Great Protestant Leaders, by Alison and 
Thomas W. Currie, is a series of nine programs 


based on the life and work of outstanding Protestant . 


leaders who were chosen because each responded 
in his generation to God’s claim on his life, and be- 
cause his response represents a distinctive contri- 
bution to Protestant Christendom. 


2. Three separate programs, for Birthday Party, 
Joy Gift Service, and Annual Meeting will be pre- 
sented in three separate leaflets, and will be sent 
with May, December, and March Presbyterian 
Women respectively. 


For Intensive Bible Study: 


_ 1. The Holy Spirit and Today, by Jas. A. Jones, 
is a study that will lead to a reconsideration of what 
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SUGGESTION! Does the public library 
in your city receive a copy of THE 
JOURNAL? How about your church Ii- 
brary? YMCA? YWCA? Investigate now. 
If these, or any other worthy institutions, 
such as hospitals (reading rooms), are not 
receiving a copy, there could be no finer 


gift that you could make than to give a 
JOURNAL subscription. 








TUNE IN 


“CHRIST DOES HELP” 
SYNOD EVANGELISTIC SERIES 
IN FIVE SYNODS 


Speakers For Week Of February 17 








Synod Speaker 
North Carolina ................ Rev. W. A. Gamble 
i aiicsisissatiisciniiiaadiaa Rev. Harmon B. Ramsey 
TR Rev. Albert B. Link 
OI cciccininnnviaiiiaiias Rev. L. K. Foster 
SII cscsniinccheinninisin Rev. H. R. Mahler, Jr. 





might happen to the individual and to the Church if 
they become Spirit-filled and Spirit-directed. 


2. A Personal Study of the Holy Spirit - Person 
and Work will be available in mimeographed form 
for individual use. 


For Circle Meetings: 


1. Bible Study Christ in You - Your Hope of 
Glory, Your Power for Service, by Joseph M. 
Gettys, is presented in two parts: the study material 
for the individual woman in the Presbyterian 
W oman’s Workbook, 1952-1953; the helps for the 
teachers in the Leader’s Guide. The series of 
studies seeks to help the individual woman through 
group study to apply the message of Colossians to 
her present, personal needs, 


2. Conversation period - Material on the Church 
emphasis for the month is to be carried in each 
monthly issue of Presbyterian Women in an article, 
entitled “To Talk About—”. Background material 
will be in The Presbyterian Survey. 


Elective Studies: 


To be used at any meeting as determined by the 
local group. For local groups who have special 
interest in a particular topic or feel a need to be 
Setter informed in a certain area of Christian thought 
or want the stimulating experience of building their 
own program from selected source materials, these 
electives are submitted for consideration for 1952- 


1953: 
Christian Citizenship: 

Source Material: God and the Nations, Paul 
Poling; Let us Live for God and the Nations, 








Poling; Christian Foundations for Lasting Peace; 
United Church Women. 


Personal Christian Living: 


Source Material: Newness of Life, Estelle Car- 
ter, Highways of the Spirit, Bradley; Planning the 
Good Life, Sweets. 


For Service Activities During The 
Year And For Special Seasons: 


1. A new set of Handbooks for all officers - New 
format, new outline of suggested activities. 


2. A Check List for each officer of material she 
will need. When she checks and orders she will 
be planning her own packet. ‘There will be no 
packets made up except on orders by officers. 


3. A list of service projects for the local com- 
munity, in Presbyterian Woman’s Workbook; other 
suggestions in Presbyterian Women. 


4. A major project of all women for the year— 
“Program of Prayer and Action for Peace.” Out- 
lined in Presbyterian Woman’s Workbook, Presby- 
terian Women, and in the Christian Woman's 
Action Program for World Peace. 





From One Christian Group To 
Another Christian Group 


Miss Audrey Brunkhurst, in a missionary letter, 
sent the following excerpts from letters written 
by some of the leaders of the Women of the Church 
of Luluabourg, Congo Belge, Africa, to the readers 
of the Lumu lua Bena Kassai, a monthly journal 
giving the news of the Mission: 


“The women have the habit of comforting those 
who are troubled and the widows.” 


“We have a hard job. We pray that God will 
give us the strength for His work of winning the 
lost, and that He will send His Spirit in the midst 
of this work.” 


“We are going to the villages which are on the 
borders of Luluabourg to teach the women; we 
have a very hard work! Pray to God for us that 
He may increase our work in this city of Lulua- 
bourg. We Christians who are in the big cities, 
may we be as a light in the midst of the people 
who do not know Jesus. Do not forget to walk 
in the name of Jesus to other people.” 


“This meeting (the meeting of the Women of 
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The Reformed Doctrine Of Predestination, by Loraine 
Boettner. Regular Price $4.50. Not only every Presby- 
terian but every Christian should read this significant 
work by an outstanding theologian, who, however, writes 
with the skill and ease that marks the great book. Lay- 
men will discover this book to be one of the best exposi- 
tions of great Christian doctrines. 
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the Church in the Centre at Luluabourg) is only 
for the purpose of spreading the news of Jesus 
Christ everywhere.” 


“We who are in the ‘city’ Villages, let us take 
heed, because, in our villages there are strong 
temptations which can dissuade us; and the at- 
tractive things of the world appear before our 
eyes. But we must strengthen our hearts to follow 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. And when we have 
our names written in the Book of Life we shall 
have joy forever.” 


“We walked about in our village, to the house 
of every person, to stir up our neighbors who have 
weaknesses and failings, and others who are in the 
darkness of the sins of Satan, to draw them to 
Jesus their Saviour.” 


“For housewives thus to walk about to seek the 
souls of others who are in darkness is a strong 
palaver. But listen, Jesus said, ‘Go and make 
disciples of all tribes, baptize them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.’ 
So you, kindred who have heard this news, pray 
to God for us that He may give us the wisdom to 
avoid the temptations that come to us in the palaver 


of God.” 





BOOKS 


JOHN KNOX’S HISTORY OF THE RE- 
FORMATION, by William Croft Dickinson. 
Philosophical Library. 2 Vols., $15. 


Thomas Carlyle entertained a profound apprecia- 
tion for “John Knox’s History of the Reformation 
in Scotland.” On one occasion he declared, “It is 
really a loss to English and even to universal litera- 
ture that Knox’s hasty and strangely interesting, 
impressive and peculiar book called “The History of 
the Reformation in Scotland” has not been rendered 
far more extensively legible to serious mankind at 
large.” 





Although there have been both popular and 
scholarly editions of this work there has been none, 
so far as we know, which has been prepared to 
follow a middle course and present an edition that 
would appeal to all classes of people. 


Dr. Dickinson has undertaken to give a transcript 
of Laing’s edition and to modernize the spelling 
throughout. The editor feels that “as one of our 
greatest ‘Histories,’ Knox’s book should be more 
widely read and understood.” To assist in this he 
has given us a general background of the “Move- 
ment,” the “Man,” and the “Book.” The notes 
appended to the text are largely explanatory. 


Dr. Dickinson is inclined to distrust the old state- 
ments that Knox was born about 1505 and that he 
attended the University of Glascow. He favors 
more modern research that advocates 1514 for the 
year of his birth and the possibility of St. Andrews 
for his university. 
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“Knox’s History of the Reformation in Scotland” 
is written in a militant tone. Here the Roman 
Church is “Antichrist.” Its priests are described as 
“that vermin shavelings utterly corrupted.” Protes- 
tant martyrs are called “the poor saints of God.” 
The Protestant army is depicted “the Congregation 
of Christ Jesus, His Evangel.” 


Dickinson tells us that Knox shows himself te be 
a good historian. He considers him to be a genius 
with “imaginative powers, a sense of dramatic values 
and a simplicity of narrative all combined to form a 
living picture in the reader’s mind.” He further 
states that ‘whenever he can be checked we find 
that his transcripts are both faithful and accurate.” 
While acknowledging that no book is without its 
errors, Dickinson insists that Knox strove to “ex- 
press the verity.” He invited the criticism of expert 
witnesses. He always seeks further sources of infor- 
mation. Again he states, “Knox stands up to the 
test of modern research and his History is vital for 
any study of his times.” 


In summarizing the influence of Knox, Dickinson 
states, “By some he was hated, by some feared. By 
some he was honored and respected but by all he 
was recognized as a man whose ‘lively voice’ was 
quoted in the land. Knox, like St. Paul, had the 
power to shape men’s minds. To his enemies Knox 
was ‘a trumpeter of rebellion’ but to his friends he 
was ‘a trumpeter of the Lord’.” 


To those who find pleasure in criticizing Knox 
as one who is “intolerant,” Dickinson has an ap- 
propriate word. He writes “Those who would ac- 
cuse him of intolerance must first be sure that 
they do not confuse tolerance with submission or 
apathy and then ask themselves why, within their 
own times, the western democracies fought so 
fiercely against the national socialism of Ger- 
many. The Wars of Religion were much like 
our own recent wars and the period of uneasy 
peace which followed the rise of Hitler 
might be compared with the religious armistice 
which followed the time of Mary. Both 
periods saw the appeasers for a time prevail. If Knox 
was forever pouring forth the vials of God’s wrath, 
was he not the Christian warrior combatting the 
powers of darkness that compassed him around? 
Those who would denounce virulence and the im- 
placability of his attack on Rome must not forget 
the spirit of the age in which he lived. War, waged 
in the name of God, was staining with blood the 
hands of men throughout Western Europe. The 
Massacre of St. Bartholomew’s Day took place in 
the August preceding Knox’s death.” 


One of the valuable features of this edition is a 
splendid glossary and an exhaustive index of 145 
pages. This work undoubtedly constitutes a magnifi- 
cent contribution to Reformation literature. It is 
well to view again “the rock from whence we were 


hewn.” —John R. Richardson. 
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LUTHER AND HIS TIMES, by E. G. Schwie- 
bert. Concordia. $10. 


Since the middle of the second decade of the 
present century, the author has been preparing this 
monumental undertaking on the life and times of 
Martin Luther from a new perspective. Dr. Schwie- 
bert was a student under the late Professor Pre- 
served Smith, one of America’s foremost Reforma- 
tion scholars. In the course of their studies the Cor- 
nell University Professor suggested to Schwiebert 
that there must have been unexplored influences 
that vitally affected Luther’s life, his teachings, and 
the subsequent development of the Reformation. 
This statement inspired the author of this book to 
embark upon a restudy of source materials available 
and also to search for new materials. This book 
emerged as a result of these investigations. 


Over three thousand biographies and treatises 
have been written about Martin Luther and his 
work. The amazing thing is that each year new 
ones continue to roll forth from the presses. More 
than a half dozen volumes have been published on 
this Reformer during the past year. 


Dr. Schwiebert is no hero-worshipper though he 
deals sympathically with Luther. He recognizes that 
Martin Luther did not single-handedly bring about 
the German Reformation. At his side there labored 
twenty-two university professors, many of whom 
were equally zealous to reform the church. Although 
Luther is credited with discovering afresh “justifica- 
tion by faith” as God’s plan of salvation, we are 
told here he did not rest until he had won the whole 
faculty of the University of Wittenburg to this 
point of view and they in turn began to propagate 
this glorious truth. 


The German Reformation was an educational 
movement that centered in the University of Wit- 
tenburg. This is the reason that the University of 
Paris concluded a few years later that they were not 








dealing with “one viper” but, “a whole nest of 
vipers.” Without the influence of the University of 
Wittenburg, the Reformation would have made 
slow progress. The Reformation was undoubtedly 
accelerated by thousands of young men who attend- 
ed the University of Wittenburg and had their 
souls set on fire for the new reform movement 
which they heard so ably expounded at the feet of 
Luther and Melancthon. 


This new perspective does not detract from the 
grandeur of Luther. It rather augments his place in 
the whole movement. Schwiebert points out that in 
this setting Luther becomes the commander-in-chief 
of the vast army, while Melanction, Jonas Amsdorf, 
Dugenhagen and others make up his advisory staff. 
The author expresses it this way: “Fundamentally 
then, the German Reformation was possible only 
because of a well organized educational program 
that made Wittenburg the nursery of the whole 
movement.” 


In a splended chapter on “Martin Luther The 
Man” Schwiebert tells us that when Luther in his 
own heart felt that he was right, nothing could stop 
him. He was not affected by criticism of friend or 
foe. This quality was important in the life of the 
Reformer and the author remarks “Had his leader- 
ship been as discreet and diplomatic as his critics 
wished, most of his bold tracts would never have 
been written and the Reformation would not have 
been possible.” 

Although Luther was brilliant, versatile, and a 
sound scholar, these things alone would not have 
insured the Reformation. Luther’s character, espec- 
ially his quality of courage was a necessary factor in 
producing the Reformation. It required remarkable 
courage for a simple monk to stand before the 
emperor of the Holy Roman Empire and say “My 
conscience is captive to the word of God. I cannot 
and I will not recant anything, for to go against 
conscience is neither right nor sacred. Here I stand.” 
It took this kind of backbone to shatter Medieval 
Catholicism and initiate the Protestant Church. 
Erasmus was one of the most learned men of the 
day, but he lacked the quality of courage and ag- 
gressiveness which was so dominant in Luther’s life. 
Human considerations weighed more with him than 
divine. Though Erasmus admired Luther’s stand, 
he once said that he had not a drop of martyr’s blood 
in his veins. He expressed his personal feelings in a 
letter to Richard Pace in which he said “Not all 
have sufficient strength to face martyrdom. I fear 
I should act the part of Peter over again. I follow 
the Pope and the Emperor when they decide well 
because it is pious to do so; I bear their bad decisions 
because it is safe to do so.” Erasmus failed to realize 
that a scholar with his reputation could not con- 
tinually remain on the side lines. He must be either 
for Luther or against him. Finally, Erasmus was 
smoked out and joined the fray against Luther. All 
fence straddlers should learn from Erasmus the 


sterility of a life that does not have courage enough 
to take a stand. 





Ministers! Elders! Deacons! 
Know Your Church! 


Know what it believes, what it stands for. 
Get acquainted with the historic position 
of Presbyterianism. 


THREE BOOKS FOR ONLY $5 


You can take a big step in getting ac- 
quainted with your denomination. 
The Creed Of Presbyterians. Regular Price 
$1, paper bound, revised and enlarged, by 
Dr. Egbert W. Smith. 
and 
The Confession Of Faith. Regular Price 
$1.50, cloth bound, gold cover lettering, 
latest edition. 


and either of the two 


following books 
Studies In Theology, by Loraine Boettner. 
Regular Price $3.50, including works on 
The Person Of Christ, The Inspiration Of 
The Scriptures, and The Atonement. 


or 

The Reformed Doctrine Of Predestination, 
by Loraine Boettner. $4.50. The valued 
book for Presbyterians, one every Protes- 
tant should read, considering the historic 
beliefs and doctrines of the Reformed Faith. 











A fascinating section of this book deals with 
Luther’s wife, Katherine Von Bora. The author 
finds that she was just the type of wife that Luther 
needed. She was a conscientious mother, an efficient 
housekeeper, a wise manager of the farm, garden, 
cattle and other livestock for which Luther had so 
little time. Futhermore, her management added con- 
siderably to Luther’s income, making it easier to 
provide for his family and some dozen nieces, nep- 
hews, aunts, and needy relatives. Her resourceful- 
ness freed him from many family details and re- 
sponsibilities. Small wonder that he often thanked 
God for such a “pious and true wife” on whom the 
husband’s heart can rely. Although Luther was 
forty-two years of age when he married, and Kathe- 
rine only twenty-six, the difference in age did not 
seem to interfere with their congeniality. They were 
a mutual inspiration. During their two decades of 
married life, God blessed them with six children. 


An unusual feature of this book is a sixty-four 
page album of ninety illustrations. Many of them 


are very rare, Sixty-three line drawings highlight 
the text proper. 


The reader of this intriguing biography will 
enjoy these pages from beginning to end. As he 
observes Luther’s actions he will be inspired to 4 
finer loyalty to the glorious gospel of the Son of 
God —John R. Richardson. 
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